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shortly proved by the embarrassing action of the Bombay authorities in the Maratha troubles of 1775-82. Other provisions of the Act were directed against the prevailing abuses, and private trade and the receipt of presents were forbidden to the servants of the Company.
Pitt's Act of 1784, which established the Board of Control Pitt's Act in England, vested the administration of each of the three o Presidencies in a Governor and three Councillors, including the Commander-in-Chief of the Presidency army. At the same time the control of the Governor-General-m-Council over Madras and Bombay was somewhat extended, as it was again, by the Charter Act of 1793; but distance still secured for the subordinate Presidencies the continuance for some time of much of their independence of action, and its final curtailment was due as much to the British possessions becoming contiguous, and to the development of means of communication, as to mere injunctions of subordination to the central Government. The extension of territorial possessions which took place during Lord Wellesley's administration (1798-1805) carried the Company a long step forward in the course of its transition from a trading corporation to a ruling power. At the same time the monopoly which was needed in the time of Elizabeth to enable British trade to organize itself against foreign rivals in a distant and little-known country had become unsuited to the times, and the general body of merchants clamoured to be admitted to the commerce of the East. The Company fought hard for its privileges, although it is at least doubtful whether its trade profits as distinguished from its territorial revenues were considerable. It was not, Jhowever, strong enough to stay the march of events, and the Charter Act of 1813 withdrew the monopoly except with regard to tea and the China trade. Twenty years later the Charter Act of 1833 The directed the Company to close its commercial business with all convenient dispatch* The Company thus became a purely 1833, political and administrative body, holding its territories in trust for the Crown. The same Act vested the direction of the entire civil and military administration and the sole power of legislation in the Governor-GeneraWn-Council, now for the first time styled * of India/ and defined more precisely the nature and extent of the control to be exercised over the subordinate Governments* These consisted as yet only of Madras and Bombay; but the Act provided for the creation of a Presidency of Agra, which was constituted, in a modified form, &$ the Lieutenant-Governorship of the North-Western Provinces* in